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Worcestershire’s 
treasures IN 2011 FIVE GRADUATES FROM ACROSS THE UK SECURED 

HLF FUNDED POSITIONS TO WORK WITHIN WORCESTER’S 

HERITAGE SECTOR. EVERY THREE MONTHS THEY OFFER AN 

UPDATE OF WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE WORLD OF HERITAGE. 

One of the most exciting parts of the traineeship is the opportunity to 

visit and be inspired by other heritage sites in the region.  

Oxford’s Inspiration 
On Friday 4th May, we had a packed day 
in Oxford that catered to every train-
ee’s particular interests and  
placements.  
We kicked off the day by exploring the 
shadowy recesses of the Pitt Rivers  
Museum before we were met by  
Education Officer, Salma Caller.  Salma 
gave us an insight into how they  
manage their ethnically diverse  
collection and an overview of the  
history of the site. She was very  
accommodating of our questions  
regarding their educational outreach 
provision.  
At the newly refurbished Ashmolean 
we were met by Oxford University  
Museums’ Skills for the Future project 
leader, Vicky McGuiness. Vicky gave us 
an inspiring tour of the museum and  
 

explained how the new design allowed 
different galleries to speak and relate 
to each other. She also gave us an  
overview of the work her own trainees 
were doing, as well as her own  
background. We went to lunch  
thoroughly inspired! 
We rounded off the day with a tour of 
the historic library at Christ Church , by 
librarian Cristina Neagu. Cristina talked 
us through some of the highlights of 
their 80,000 strong collection, including 
their current exhibition, and the work it 
takes to manage it.  

Overall the day provided us with some 
excellent examples of heritage practice 
and we’re very thankful to the repre-
sentatives from all sites who took the 
time to see us.  
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Laura graduated from  

Liverpool University in  2010  

with a BSc Hons in Applied  

Genetics. She is currently  

working towards a Post  

Graduate Certificate in  

Heritage Management with the 

Ironbridge Institute and  

Birmingham University. 

 

She is  based at  both the 

George Marshall Medical  

Museum and The new  

Infirmary Museum at  

Worcester University’s City  

Campus. 

Trainees get hands on 
at George Marshall 
Medical Museum 

This month saw the first of five trainee ‘swap shops’, 

where we spend the day getting involved with activities 

at each others’ sites 

I was the first to host, and 
planned an object packing and 
handling workshop to coincide 
with the movement of a selec-
tion of objects from the George  
Marshall Medical Museum 
stores, for display at the  
Infirmary. The trainees joined 
the team at the GMMM on the 
second day of the collections 
transfer week; objects had  
already been located,  
unwrapped and checked off the 
object movement list.  

Then, after a morning 
brief on the day’s tasks 
with Curator Louise Price, 
we collected objects and 
set up ready 

for a hard day’s 
work! From scal-
pels to syringes, 
feeding bowls to 
bleeding bowls, 
all objects were given full  
condition reports,  
photographed, wrapped and 
packaged ready for transfer. 
Joined by GMMM volunteer 
Kerry Whitehouse, we  
managed to pack close to 100 
objects by the end of the day. 

An online evaluation helped 
sum up the success of the swap 
shop for both the Museum and 
the trainees, who commented 

on enjoying “being 
trusted to handle 
the medical  
collection  
independently”, 
“working with cos-

tume” and “learning in a new 
environment”. The remainder 
of the collections move week 
went very well for the team at 
GMMM, (despite the thunder 
storms!) thanks to the efforts of 
the trainees and the  
volunteers. 

 
“We managed to 
pack close to 100 

objects by the 
end of the day.” 

LAURA  
BUTLAND 

 

SHABEENA 
ANAIT 

Shabeena graduated from the 

University of Birmingham in 2006 

with a BA Hons in   

Medieval and Modern History. 

She then went on to gain an MA 

in Museum Studies from  

Leicester University in 2011. 

 

She is also currently working 

towards a Postgraduate  

Certificate in Management in 

Civil Society,  

Fundraising and Marketing with 

London South Bank University. 

 

She is currently based at the 

Museum of Royal Worcester. 

Engraved Copper 
Plates 

In the 19th Century Royal Worcester  

employed approximately 20 engravers, this had 

reduced to 12 by 1950. 

 
José will produce a series of 
6 engraved prints from the 
original copper plates, to be 
exhibited at The Museum. It 
is hoped the prints will  
generate specialist and  
public interest in the  
collections held at The  
Museum.  

The Museum of Royal  
Worcester is always looking at 
innovative ways to make use 
of and interpret its diverse 
collection.   
Long-term  
volunteer and 
artist, José  
Santos, has been 
working with 
Wendy Cook, 
Museum curator, 
on producing prints using  
engraved copper plates from 
our collection. The unseen 
copper plates have been  
employed to develop intricate 
prints on to tissue and hand-

made paper using a printing 
press. From the late 1750s, 
many porcelain patterns 
were reproduced by transfer  
printing from copper plates. 

Once an engraving 
was complete, tissue 
prints could be taken 
from it which when 
applied transferred 
the design on to the 
porcelain before it 

was fired. It would take  
approximately 40 hours to 
engrave the design for a ten 
inch plate, one slip of the  
engraving tool and hours of 
work could be destroyed!  

 
“The last  

engraver, Ted 
Taylor, retired in 

2000.” 

 

© CHEC 
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Tamsin graduated from Oxford 

University in 2004  with a BA 

Hons in Modern History. In 2005 

she completed her MA in History 

at the University of Exeter. 

 

She then went on to gain a PhD 

in Medieval History, also from 

the University of Exeter. She is 

currently working towards a  

postgraduate certificate in  

Heritage Management with the 

Ironbridge Institute and  

University of Birmingham. 

 

She is based at Worcester  

Cathedral Library. 

Working with  
volunteers at the 
Cathedral Library 

Over the past couple of months I have been working 

hard to put together our big summer exhibition on 

Worcester’s medieval manuscripts.   

Around 20 people regularly 
volunteer their time to the 
Cathedral Library, bringing 
with them a wide variety of 
skills, interests and senses of 
humour.  I have had the 
chance to engage with all of 
them in one capacity or  
another, which has turned 
out to be one of the most 
rewarding and enlightening 
experiences of the  
traineeship.   

Library volunteers carry out 
a number of tasks, from 
book-cleaning and admin to 
answering 
family history 
enquiries and 
conducting 
research.  I 
have been 
able to call on 
their exper-
tise for the upcoming exhibi-
tion.  One, who is a field  
archaeologist and  
consultant, found and  
transcribed some interesting 
rents and leases connected 
with the medieval city.   

Others have contributed 
research, or come back with 
suggestions for 

 interpretation. 
 
It has been great 
seeing everyone 
get stuck into the 
topic, and  
bringing some 
fantastic ideas to 

the table.  The exhibition 
work has opened my eyes to 
the importance of attracting 
volunteers to historic places 
and making the most of 
their abilities.  Tea and  
biscuits all round! 

“The Process is  
serving as a 

 continual  
reminder of the 

enormous value of 
volunteers at  

heritage sites.” 

TAMSIN 
ROWE 

 

SARAH 
STRETTON 

Sarah graduated from the Uni-

versity of York in 2009 with a BA 

hons in  History. 

 

She is currently awaiting award 

for a postgraduate certificate in 

Heritage and Identity from the 

Ironbridge Institute and the  

University of Birmingham. 

 

She is based at  both the Hurd 

Library in Hartlebury Castle and 

at the University of Worcester’s 

Research Collections. 

Post Graduate 
Study 

I have just completed a Post Graduate Certificate in Heritage 

and Identity (Distance Learning) from the Ironbridge Institute 

in conjunction with the University of Birmingham.  

Going forward 
 

At The Hurd Library I’ve  
begun to help lead tour 
groups around Hartlebury 
Castle.  
 
At the Research  
Collections I am currently 
preparing content from the 
collections for an exhibition 
on Memory to be displayed 
at The Hive when it opens in 
July. 

The course brought me up to 
date with heritage studies 
theory and gave me the  
opportunity to explore  
issues and debates that are 
current to the sector. I  
studied ideas about  
representa-
tions of  
identity and 
the ethical 
implications 
of different 
heritage  
decisions. In 
one module I investigated 
research skills and the diverse 
avenues of data acquisition 
and interpretation such as 
historical building survey,  

census analysis and qualitative 
research. I consolidated this 
learning through three  
assignments that allowed me 
to explore these themes with-
in one of my own work  
Placements, The Hurd  

Library, which  
provided me with an 
excellent case study.  
The course has been 
an invaluable part of 
my traineeship so far 
and has given me the 
chance to approach 

my work in a  
different way through  
practical analysis and  
assessment.  

 
“The Course has 

been an  
invaluable part of 
my traineeship.” 

© Worcester Cathedral Library 

© Worcester Cathedral Library 

© Hurd Library 
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Sarah graduated from the  

University of Worcester in 2009 

with a BA Hons in Archaeology 

and Heritage Studies and  

English and Literary Studies. 

 

She is currently working towards 

a postgraduate certificate in 

Heritage Management with the 

Ironbridge Institute and the  

University of Birmingham. 

 

She is based at the Elgar  

Birthplace Museum just outside 

Worcester. 

Education in a  
heritage setting 

The last few months have seen the focus of my 

placement move from the archive and collection to 

education provision at the museum. 

Museum education is  
recently becoming  
recognised as a  
stand-alone discipline in its 
own right. It is important 
as it not only enhances  
understanding of the  
museum collections and  
subject matter, but also  
reinforces a museum’s  
position as a public  
institution whilst offering 
an enjoyable experience. 

The focus on education is 
leading me in the direction of 
web based digital resources 
and subsidised school work-
shops. 
It has always 
been the  
intention for me 
to create digital 
resources for the 
museum and af-
ter much thought 
we have decided 
that web based 
activities and offers will be the 
best way to do this. Alongside 
this we were lucky enough to 
gain funding from the Bernarr  
Rainbow Trust to offer eight  
subsidised school workshops 

during the next academic 
year. Just £5 per child will  
cover transport (within a  
certain distance) for schools, 
entry to the museum and the 

workshop. 
We hope that 
along with existing  
resources, such as 
our object loans  
boxes, the website 
and workshops 
will come  

together to offer a  
comprehensive insight into 
the life and works of Sir  
Edward Elgar. Look out for the 
changes to the website over 
the next few months! 

 

SARAH 
BAKER 

“Education is  
leading me in the 
direction of web 
based resources 
and subsidised 

school  
workshops.”  

© Elgar Birthplace Museum 

© Sarah Baker 

Follow us or get in touch:  

The Elgar Birthplace Museum 

Sarah Baker 

http://www.elgarmuseum.org 

http://www.facebook.com/elgarbirthplace 

http://www.twitter.com/elgarbirthplace 

  

Worcester Cathedral Library 

Tamsin Rowe 

http://www.worcestercathedral.co.uk/Library.php 

http://worcestercathedrallibrary.blogspot.com  

http://www.facebook.com/

WorcesterCathedralLibrary  

  

George Marshall Medical Museum & The Infirmary Museum 

Laura Butland 

http://www.medicalmuseum.org 

http://www.facebook.com/TheMedicalMuseum 

http://www.facebook.com/TheInfirmaryWorcester 

  

University of Worcester Research Collections & Hurd Library 

Sarah Stretton 

http://worcuniresearchcolls.wordpress.com/  

http://thehurdlibrary.tumblr.com/ 

http://www.facebook.com/thehurdlibrary 

http://twitter.com/hurdlibrary  

  

Royal Worcester Museum 

Shabeena Anait 

http://www.museumofroyalworcester.org 
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Dates for 
the diary 

JUNE 
16th—29th Worcester Cathedral Library: Worcester’s Medieval Treasures: a pictorial  

exhibition. Monday—Saturday 09:00—17:00 
 

JULY 
By the end of the month The University Research Collections: Will be in their new home in the Woodbury 

building of the University’s St. John’s Campus. 

3rd The Elgar Birthplace Museum: Illustrated talks with Dr Donald Hunt—’Chorus Master’. Donald Hunt  

discusses his career with John Harcup, with musical illustrations. 10:30-12:15 tickets £6 

3rd—30th Elgar Birthplace Museum: David Birtwhistle and John Harris Exhibition, daily 11-4:30, museum  

admission applies. 

14th July Worcester Museum and Art Gallery: Worcester’s Fourth Plinth will be host to the Infirmary team. 

Part of a series of one day creative residencies of the old library space. Museum staff, retired nurses and volunteers will 

be knitting 1940s patterns for invalids. Come and join in! 9:30 –1. Free 
 

AUGUST 
17th  The Elgar Birthplace Museum: ’Sounds Arty… A multi media presentation.’ Music, art and poetry  

presented by Gabrielle Bullock and friends with Jenny Hughes at the Painoforte. 7:30pm, tickets £5 

21st—25th The Infirmary Museum: Worcester Festival, Body and Soul. Fun activities for the family from   

medical mystery trails , craft activities and face painting and an opportunity to visit the new infirmary museum. Tues—

Fri 2-4 Saturday 10-4. Free entry, activities £3. 

26th The Museum of Royal Worcester: Open Day. 11-4, Free 
 

SEPTEMBER 
4th—24th The Elgar Birthplace Museum: Elgar’s Worcestershire. An exhibition of paintings by two  

well-known local artists, Peter Wale and Ruth Boothby. DAILY 11:4:30, museum admission applies. 

7th The Infirmary Museum: Knowledge sharing day ‘Local Medicine, Local Health, 1700-2011’. A day to bring 

together and explore new and existing perspectives on the history of localised health and medicine in Britain over the 

past 300 years. A full list of speakers can be seen at https://facebook.com/events/24049404272595 

11th The Elgar Birthplace Museum: Illustrated talks with Dr Donald Hunt—’Not only Elgar, but also…’ Music 

of Worcestershire from folk song to the present day. 10:30 –12:15 tickets £6 

SUPPORTED BY 
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